
 Egypt and Population pyramids 

Thousands of people have taken to the streets of Egypt in the largest popular challenge to longtime 
President Hosni Mubarak since he came into office 30 years ago. The news is filled with photos and stories 
about the demands of citizens of Egypt as they protest in Tahrir Square, Cairo.  Often the news reports 
show population pyramids and speak of the large percent of young people in Egypt. Let’s figure out what 
you might be able to understand from these population graphics. 

These are the population pyramids for Egypt and the United States for the year 2010.  

Just to make sure that you can read the data on these charts, here is a description of one age group.  In 
Egypt there are close to 5 million baby boys between the ages of newborn to 4 years old. 
 
Now let’s see what you can figure out for yourself. 

  
1. In Egypt, which age range(s) seem to contain the largest percentage of the population?  
 
• Which age range(s) seems to contain the lowest? 

 
2. In the U.S., which age range(s) seem to contain the largest percentage of the population? 

 
• And the lowest? 

 
 
The age of family wage earners in different countries may vary.  In some countries a 10 year old might be 
expected to help support his family.  In other countries it might be more likely that a wage earner would 
be at least 16 years old.  In either country people in the age range from 16 to 50 might be the major wage 
earners for their families. 

In either country there are segments of the population that will need to be supported by the family wage 
earners. 

3. At what ages in either population are people dependent on the wage earners and care takers of their 
families. 

 
 

4. Describe the apparent life expectancy in Egypt and the U.S.  In other words, at what age does the 
population size seem to get dramatically smaller?  
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5. The shape of the chart … box-like or triangular … seems to have some implications.  Can you name 

some? 
 

 
 
6. What kind of stress do you think the workers in the society of Egypt feel? 

 
 

 
7. If you’ve been watching the news on TV, what would you guess is the age range of the 

demonstrators in Tahrir Square? 
 
 
In addition to the present population distribution in Egypt there are a lot of other stressful factors on the 
people who work for and care for a huge segment of the population.  Food prices are high, housing costs 
are high, and it probably feels like there is not much hope that the stress on the workers of Egypt will get 
better.  The annual growth rate of Egypt implies that the proportion of the youngest Egyptians will be getting 
larger and larger. 
 
The annual growth rate of Egypt is predicted to be 2.033 % and the present population in Egypt is estimated 
(2010) to be 80,471,879. 
 

8. Please fill in my chart using these two numbers to study the population growth in Egypt. 
2010 80,471,879 
2011  
2012  
2013  
2014  
2015  

 
9. So, in the year 2015, about how many people in Egypt will be 5 years old or less?  (Subtract the 

2010 population from the 2015 population.) 
 

10. Do these people care for themselves or help support their family? 
 

11. What percent of the total population is this group of children that will be 5 years old or less? 
 
 

For comparison, let’s consider the United States.  In the 2010 the estimated population of the U.S. is 
310,775,507 with an estimated growth rate to be .96% annually.  
  

12. Complete my United States chart to show the future population. 
2010 310,775,507 
2011  
2012  
2013  
2014  
2015  

 
13. What percent of the total population is this group of children that are 5 years old or less? 
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Here are two more country’s population pyramids for 2010.  Let’s see what you can tell from their 
appearance and data. 

    
 Egypt United States Japan Haiti 

There is a large percentage of older people in this population.     

There is a large percentage of children in this population.     

The age range that contains the largest percentage of the 
population is …     

In this country the death rate seems to be high.     

In this country the death rate seems to be low.     

In this population the life expectancy is low, medium, or high.     

About what percent of the present population are dependent 
(young children and senior citizens) on the working population?     

In how many years will the largest swell of the population begin to 
have children of their own and again swell an age group of the 
each country. 

    

What services must each country consider for the largest groups 
of their population as they age in the next few years: schools, 
hospitals, nursing homes, housing, increased agriculture …? 

    

Sources: 
http://www.worldbank.org/depweb/english/teach/pgrno.html - chart3 
http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/idb/country.php 
http://www.nationmaster.com/graph/peo_pop_gro_ann-people-population-growth-annual 
The World Bank is a vital source of financial and technical assistance to developing countries around the 
world. Our mission is to fight poverty with passion and professionalism for lasting results and to help people 
help themselves and their environment by providing resources, sharing knowledge, building capacity and 
forging partnerships in the public and private sectors. 
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